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September 11, 2025

Kimberly Feltner <feltnerk@branchdistrictlibrary.org>

Webform submission from: Suggestion Box
2 messages

Cherie  <no-reply@branchdistrictlibrary.org> Mon, Aug 18, 2025 at 12:01 PM
Reply-To:
To: bdlmanagement@branchdistrictlibrary.org

Submitted on Mon, 08/18/2025 - 12:01

Submitted by: Anonymous

Submitted values are:

Your Contact Information

Contact Information
Cherie 

Your Message

Subject
Lost and Found

Message Body
Hello,
I am wondering if you have a place to post lost and found things, especially pets! I think every local business should
have a board to post on and/or a place on their website.
That's my suggestion, thank you for your time!
Cherie

John Rucker <ruckerj@branchdistrictlibrary.org> Mon, Aug 18, 2025 at 12:35 PM
To: 
Cc: BDL Management <bdlmanagement@branchdistrictlibrary.org>

Hi Cherie,

Yep! All of our BDL branches have bulletin boards where we can place non-commercial notices like that. Just ask at
the main desk at any location and library staff can point them out or assist in posting.

Have a great day,

John
[Quoted text hidden]
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AMISH
Construction Crew

• Amish Crew •
• Framing • Additions

• Roofing/Siding • Windows/Doors

• Garages • Utility Sheds

• Pole Barns • Decks

• Remodeling Old • Drywall

Houses/Barns • Block Work

1-517-317-9609
MW-42232159

Harvey’s Farm
RedRaspberries
Ready Now

Already Picked:

517-767-3408

U- Pick:
$ 5.75 per quart

$ 10 per quart (by order only)
Call or check our website / FB page daily for

updates and picking times.
Cash or Check Only

2651 15 Mile Rd.
Tekonsha, Michigan

The Riley Dam’s water
level is currently two feet
below its normal level of
872.2 feet above sea level.
Mathis said that since

Aug. 7, the village, which
usually generates some
electricity from the dam,
had not had enough wa-
ter to generate power. He
said that costs village
area ratepayers an extra
$15,000 a month to buy
off�-grid power.
The village said the in-

crease for the just over
1,200 residential custom-
ers is about $7 a month.
Mathis said the wood-

en seals at the generator
leaked. To prevent fur-
ther loss of water in
Union Lake, Mathis said
the village, “Used abunch
of landscape fabric and
burlap fabric. You take a
long pole, you basically
stuff� it in on the lake
side.”
Peat stoneandcracked

corn, which swells in the
water, further sealed the
leaking dam.
Mathis credits thesug-

gestions to the city of
Sturgis, which operates a
similar damon the Prairie
RivernorthofCentreville.
Mathis said this is the

lowest he remembers the
lake being in over 30
years, which wasn’t a
planned drawdown.
By law, Hard must

maintain “legal lake lev-
els”on both the north and
south chains of lakes.
During thewinter, he low-
ers the levels by a foot, so
when spring rains come,
there is capacity to hold
the water without fl�ood-
ing lake homes.
Hard said this year, af-

ter 3.95 inches in early
March, little rain came.
The drain commis-

sioner this year also
blames the lack of snow-
fall and little ice, which
prevents winter lake
evaporation, and lowers
lake levels.
Spring-fed lakes with

no stream outfl�ow, like
Lake Levine and Gilead
Lake, are also extremely
low, Hard said.

The National Centers
for Environmental
Information statistics
for Branch County:

h Average annual pre-
cipitation from 1985 to
2025 is approximately
36.2 inches.

hWettest year: 2023,
with 46.47 inches, with
December data missing,
so it may be higher.

h Driest year: 1991,
with only 25.84 inches

h Years exceeding 40
inches: 2008, 2011, 2017,
2019, 2023.

h Years below 30 inch-
es: 1988, 1991, 1999, 2012,

2022.
h 2022 was an unusu-

ally dry year, with a total
of 29.3 inches of precipi-
tation.

h Through August, the
rainfall this year is 22.83
inches,
The National Centers

for Environmental Infor-
mation website said local
rainfall is tied to broader
climate oscillations.
Those oscillations are:
h El Niño/La Niña cy-

cles:These global climate
patterns can infl�uence
Midwest precipitation,
often bringing wetter
springs or drier summers
depending on their
phase.

h Jet stream shifts:
Changes in storm track
positioning can lead to

multi-year periods of wet
or dry conditions.

h Regional Droughts:
The 1988 and 2012
droughts were part of
broader dry events in the
Midwest.
Currently, it’s too early

to determine precisely

which factor caused this
year’s lack of rain, the
center said.
Hard said the only so-

lution is rain, then snow,
and ice this winter to
bring the lakes up.

Contact Don Reid:
dReid@Gannett.com

Lakes
Continued from Page 1A

MDOT lets Central Road Bridge bid

MDOT fi�nalized bids on Aug. 28 to reconstruct the
Central Road bridge inOvid Township justwest of An-
gola Road as part of a fi�ve-bridge state-wide package.
Designed in 2022 and fi�rst bid in 2023 for construc-

tion in 2024, a $1.95 million estimate causedMDOT to
bundle theworkwith four other bridges, delaying bids
until this summer.
Anlaan Corporation of Grand Haven was the low

bidder among nine companies, submitting a bid of
$9,590,170 for the fi�ve bridges in Branch, Jackson, Le-

nawee, Livingston, and Monroe counties, which was
2.6% over the estimated cost.
Bridge reconstruction involves prestressed con-

crete box beams beneath the roadway.
Miller believeswork on the Central Road bridgewill

begin next summer, but the contract gives Anlaan un-
til June 16, 2028, to complete all thework. The compa-
ny did not comment on the schedule.
Anlaan and a partner are completing a $160million

project to replace nine bridges and rehabilitate six
others along a 15-mile stretch of I-94 in Calhoun
County.

Other problems with Branch County bridges

MDOT no longer allows cheaper metal culvert
bridges due to corrosion and potential collapse.

Four other bridges with load limits in Branch Coun-
ty need replacement, Miller said:

h Fox Road just south of U.S. 12 over the Sauk River
h Litchfi�eld Road over the Soap Creek Drain
h Dauber Road over the Fawn River
h Bennet Road over the Pridgeon andWarner Drain
The state rates each as “defi�cient and structurally

poor,” but they meet the “minimum tolerable limits.”
Besides culverts classifi�ed as bridges over streams,

Miller said the county Drain Commission maintains
hundreds of other smaller culverts along the same
roads in Branch County.
The Federal Highway Administration began signifi�-

cantly increasing scrutiny of bridges in 2022, follow-
ing the passage of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
in late 2021.

Contact Don Reid: dReid@Gannett.com

Bridges
Continued from Page 1A

Residents are invited to check out the new Algan-
see Township Hall during an open house from noon
until 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 6.
The entire county is welcome. Supervisor Craig

Fichtelberg hopes residents of the township attend.
“Wewould like to seemore citizen participation in

township activities,” he said.
The 2,000 residents of the township are approxi-

mately equally divided between those residing along
parts of Marble, Archer, Middle, Bartholomew, and
Hanchett lakes, and farmers, many of whom are
Amish, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
Algansee plans free food and drink, and the Quin-

cy Fire Department, which provides fi�re protection
for the township, will bring trucks.
State Sen. Jon Lindsey and Rep. Jennifer Wortz

plan to attend.
The township board wants to show off� the new

hall at 378 S. Ray-Quincy Road, built in the parking
lot of the historic 1877 township hall.
In early 2024, the board approved spending

$326,000, with $210,000 funded by the American
Rescue Plan Act grant and the remainder from town-
ship general funds.
Additional costs arose after the township decided

to install a concrete apron in front and make other
changes during construction.
Fichtelberg, who took offi�ce in November, added

soundproofi�ng panels on themeeting roomwalls due
to echoes at the fi�rstmeeting there on Aug. 7, making
hearing diffi�cult.
Rather than demolish the historic 1877 township

hall, the township is converting the building into the
new Algansee Branch of the Branch District Library.
The current library in the 1880 Saff�ord’s Store had

outgrown its space due to the popularity of its pro-
grams.
New air conditioning and heating systems are be-

ing installed in the old hall, alongwith support in the
fl�oors to accommodate the library.
The township and Branch County District Library

are sharing the $90,0000 cost.
Contact Don Reid: dReid@Gannett.com

Open house
Saturday for
new Algansee
Township Hall
Don Reid
Coldwater Daily Reporter | USA TODAY NETWORK

A viral disease transmitted by midges that can kill
Michigan white-tailed deer has been reported in Ea-
ton and Jackson counties, according to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources.
Epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) has been

found in four white-tailed deer. Including Eaton and
Jackson counties, the virus has been confi�rmed in
Van Buren andWashtenaw counties, the DNR said in
a Sept. 3 news release.
EHD is a viral, sometimes fatal, disease that af-

fects white-tailed deer in late summer and early fall.
Infected deer with EHD often seek water to lower
their body temperature and rehydrate.
The disease is transmitted through the bite of an

infected midge, or biting fl�y.
“In past years when we’ve confi�rmed EHD, it has

typically aff�ected only one or a few counties,” said
Brent Rudolph, deer, elk, and moose management
specialist for the DNR Wildlife Division. “Occasion-
ally, localized outbreaks have been detected in a doz-
en or more counties, including as many as 30 in
2012.”
A collaborative eff�ort of the DNR Wildlife Health

Section, Michigan State University Veterinary Diag-
nostic Laboratory and the Southeastern Cooperative
Wildlife Disease Study confi�rmed the cases of EHD
earlier this week.
Outbreaks can be more severe in years when

there is a wet spring followed by a hot, dry summer,
the DNR says. The fi�rst frost usually kills the midge
population and stops disease transmission.
The DNR says deer cannot transmit the disease

directly to one another and there is no evidence
suggesting humans, household pets or other Michi-
gan wildlife can contract the EHD virus.

Can I eat venison from areas affected by
EHD?

Offi�cials don’t recommend consuming any meat
from animals that are visibly sick, but healthy deer
harvested from areas where EHD has been present
are still safe to eat, the DNR says.

Symptoms of EHD in deer

Visible symptoms of EHD in deer include:
h Appearing lethargic, disoriented, lame or unre-

sponsive
h Animals may show bloody discharge from the

nose and mouth, a swollen or blue-tinged tongue,
and swelling of the eyelids and around the neck or
head.

How to report sick or dead deer

If you suspect you have found a deer that has
contracted or died from EHD, submit a Diseased
Wildlife report through the DNR’s Eyes in the Field
online system.

Should we worry about our deer population?

The DNR says EHD has not been shown to have a
signifi�cant long-term eff�ect on deer populations in
Michigan.
“Deer that survive epizootic hemorrhagic disease

develop immunity to the virus, and outbreaks are
rarely seen in the same area in consecutive years,”
Rudolph said.

Deer hunting rose in 2024

A report from the Michigan DNR shows in 2024
for all seasons combined, 532,926 people hunted
deer, which was 1% greater than the year before.
Data shows 604,088 people purchased a license

in 2024.

2025-26 Michigan deer hunting season dates

Dates for 2025-26 deer hunting seasons in Michi-
gan:

h Liberty (youth) hunt: Sept. 13-14
h Early antlerless fi�rearm: Sept. 20-21
h Independence hunt: Oct. 16-19
h Archery: Oct. 1 to Nov. 14, and Dec. 1 to Jan. 1,

2026
h Extended Archery: Through Jan. 31, 2026, for

select counties: Huron, Kent, Lapeer, Macomb, Oak-
land, Sanilac, St. Clair (except DMU 174), Tuscola,
Washtenaw and Wayne.

h Regular fi�rearm: Nov. 15-30
h Muzzleloading: Dec. 5-14
h Late antlerless fi�rearm: Dec. 15 to Jan. 1, 2026,

on private and public lands in Lower Peninsula
DMUs (excluding 115, 145 and 245).

h Extended late antlerless fi�rearm: Jan. 2-11,
2026
Hunters can call 517-284-9453 for assistance.
Jalen Williams is a trending reporter at the De-

troit Free Press. Contact him at jawilliams1@free-
press.com.

Deer in Eaton, Jackson counties
infected with sometimes-fatal virus
Jalen Williams
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN


